
Airpower and Irregular Warfare Between the
World Wars: A Comprehensive Guide
Airpower has played a significant role in irregular warfare throughout
history. From the earliest uses of aircraft in colonial conflicts to the rise of
aerial bombing campaigns, airpower has been used to support both regular
and irregular forces. However, the relationship between airpower and
irregular warfare is a complex one, and there is no easy answer to the
question of how best to use airpower in such conflicts.

In this article, we will explore the history of airpower and irregular warfare,
examining the different ways that airpower has been used in such conflicts.
We will also discuss the challenges and opportunities that airpower
presents in irregular warfare, and we will offer some recommendations for
how airpower can be used most effectively in such conflicts.
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The first use of aircraft in irregular warfare occurred during the Boer War
(1899-1902). The British used balloons and kites to conduct
reconnaissance and artillery spotting, and they also dropped bombs on
Boer positions. The use of aircraft in this conflict was limited, but it
demonstrated the potential of airpower in irregular warfare.

During the First World War, airpower was used more extensively in irregular
warfare. The British used aircraft to support their counterinsurgency
operations in Mesopotamia and Palestine, and the French used aircraft to
suppress rebellions in Morocco and Syria. The Germans also used aircraft
in irregular warfare, bombing British and French positions in Africa and the
Middle East.

The interwar period saw a significant increase in the use of airpower in
irregular warfare. The British used aircraft to suppress rebellions in Iraq and
Afghanistan, and the French used aircraft to pacify Morocco and Syria. The
Italians also used aircraft in irregular warfare, bombing Ethiopian positions
during the Second Italo-Ethiopian War (1935-1936).

During the Second World War, airpower played a major role in both regular
and irregular warfare. The Germans used aircraft to support their blitzkrieg
campaigns in Poland, France, and the Soviet Union. The Allies also used
aircraft to support their counterinsurgency operations in Burma and Malaya.
The use of airpower in irregular warfare during the Second World War
demonstrated the potential of airpower to provide both offensive and
defensive support to ground forces.

The Challenges and Opportunities of Airpower in Irregular Warfare



Airpower presents both challenges and opportunities in irregular warfare.
One of the challenges of using airpower in irregular warfare is the difficulty
of distinguishing between combatants and non-combatants. In regular
warfare, the distinction between combatants and non-combatants is
relatively clear, but in irregular warfare, the lines are often blurred. This can
make it difficult to use airpower without causing civilian casualties.

Another challenge of using airpower in irregular warfare is the difficulty of
finding and targeting enemy forces. Irregular forces often operate in small
groups and they are often dispersed over a wide area. This can make it
difficult to find and target them with airpower.

Despite these challenges, airpower also presents a number of opportunities
in irregular warfare. One of the advantages of airpower is its ability to
provide rapid and flexible support to ground forces. Airpower can be used
to transport troops and supplies, conduct reconnaissance and surveillance,
and provide close air support. Airpower can also be used to interdict enemy
supply lines and to disrupt enemy communications.

Another advantage of airpower is its ability to provide a psychological
impact on enemy forces. The use of airpower can demoralize enemy forces
and make them less willing to fight. Airpower can also be used to intimidate
enemy leaders and to force them to negotiate.

Recommendations for the Effective Use of Airpower in Irregular
Warfare

There are a number of steps that can be taken to improve the effectiveness
of airpower in irregular warfare. One of the most important steps is to
develop a clear understanding of the political and military objectives of the



campaign. This will help to ensure that airpower is used in a way that is
consistent with the overall objectives of the campaign.

Another important step is to develop a comprehensive intelligence picture
of the enemy. This will help to identify enemy forces and to target them with
airpower. It is also important to develop a clear understanding of the
enemy's tactics and operating procedures. This will help to anticipate
enemy actions and to develop effective countermeasures.

Finally, it is important to use airpower in a way that minimizes civilian
casualties. This can be done by using precision-guided weapons and by
taking steps to avoid targeting areas where civilians are likely to be
present. It is also important to develop a clear ROE (rules of engagement)
for the use of airpower.

Airpower has played a significant role in irregular warfare throughout
history. From the earliest uses of aircraft in colonial conflicts to the rise of
aerial bombing campaigns, airpower has been used to support both regular
and irregular forces. However, the relationship between airpower and
irregular warfare is a complex one, and there is no easy answer to the
question of how best to use airpower in such conflicts.

In this article, we have explored the history of airpower and irregular
warfare, examining the different ways that airpower has been used in such
conflicts. We have also discussed the challenges and opportunities that
airpower presents in irregular warfare, and we have offered some
recommendations for how airpower can be used most effectively in such
conflicts.



By following these recommendations, it is possible to improve the
effectiveness of airpower in irregular warfare and to reduce the risk of
civilian casualties. Airpower can be a valuable tool in the fight against
irregular forces, but it is important to use it wisely.
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