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The Biafran War, also known as the Nigerian Civil War, was a brutal and
devastating conflict that ravaged Nigeria from 1967 to 1970. It is estimated
to have claimed the lives of over two million people, making it one of the
deadliest wars in African history.

This comprehensive historical analysis, 'Biafra: The Nigerian Civil War
1967-1970,' delves deep into the complexities of this war. It examines the
underlying causes, the key players, the major events, and the far-reaching
consequences of this tragic conflict.

Causes of the Biafran War

The Biafran War was triggered by a complex interplay of factors, including:

= Ethnic and Religious Divisions: Nigeria is a diverse nation with over
250 ethnic groups and a wide range of religious beliefs. Tensions
between different groups had been simmering for years.

= Economic Disparities: The southeastern region of Nigeria, which was
home to the Igbo ethnic group, felt economically disadvantaged
compared to other regions of the country.

= Political Crisis: In 1966, a military coup led to the overthrow of the
democratically elected government. The new military regime was
dominated by northerners, which further alienated the Igbo.

The Outbreak of War

In May 1967, the southeastern region of Nigeria declared independence
and formed the Republic of Biafra. This declaration was met with swift
military action by the Nigerian government, and the civil war began.



The war was fought with great ferocity on both sides. The Nigerian
government had the advantage in terms of manpower and resources, while
the Biafran rebels were more motivated and had the support of the local
population.

Key Events of the War

The Biafran War was marked by a series of key events, including:

= The Siege of Biafra: The Nigerian government blockaded Biafra,
cutting off supplies of food and medicine. This led to a severe famine
that killed hundreds of thousands of people.

= The Fall of Biafra: In January 1970, the Nigerian government
launched a final offensive that overwhelmed the Biafran forces. Biafra
was defeated, and the war came to an end.

Consequences of the War

The Biafran War had a devastating impact on Nigeria and its people:

= Loss of Life: Over two million people are estimated to have died
during the war, either from combat, starvation, or disease.

= Economic Devastation: The war destroyed much of Nigeria's
infrastructure and economy. It took years for the country to recover
from the damage.

= Social and Political Divisions: The war exacerbated ethnic and
religious tensions within Nigeria. These divisions continue to shape
Nigerian politics today.



'Biafra: The Nigerian Civil War 1967-1970' is a comprehensive historical
analysis of one of the deadliest and most destructive wars in African
history. It provides a deep understanding of the causes, key events, and
lasting consequences of this tragic conflict.

This book is essential reading for anyone interested in African history,
conflict resolution, or the human cost of war.

Free Download your copy today and gain a deeper understanding of
this pivotal event in African history.
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